Public Notice Announcing the Availability of an Environmental Assessment
US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utility Service (RUS)
The City of Brookings, Oregon: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment
AGENCY: Rural Utility Services, USDA
ACTION: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment
SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that the Rural Utility Services, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act, is
issuing an Environmental Assessment (EA) in connection with possible impacts related to a project proposed by the City of
Brookings, Curry County Oregon (City). The City of Brookings is proposing to construct sewer collection improvements including
within the city of Harbor and Lone Ranch, sewer main replacement and rehabilitation, pump station rehabilitation and wastewater
treatment plant rehabilitation.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Michael Beyer, State Environmental Coordinator at (503) 414-3368, 1220 SW 3
Avenue, Suite 1801, Portland, Oregon 97204 - michael.beyer@or.usda.gov.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:
Early environmental discussions for this undertaking included detailed coordination between the applicant and the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality (ODEQ), and the Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD). If implemented, the project will create temporary
wetland disturbance to several palustrine emergent wetlands. Based on 7 CFR 1970.410(a), section 363, prohibits wetland
conversion through the use of Agency financial assistance for CONACT authorized programs. This statutory language is more
restrictive than that of Exec. Order 11990, which requires that wetland impacts be avoided whenever a practicable alternative is
available, but allows wetland impact when no practicable alternative is present, and there is purpose and need for the proposal.
Section 363 exempts utility lines from the wetland impact prohibition provision. Therefore, Agency financial assistance for
programs listed in 1970.411(c) cannot be used to directly finance a proposal to drain, dredge, fill or level or otherwise manipulate
a wetland except in the case of utility lines.
The city authored a Biological Assessment (BA), dated December 2017 to address the effects of the city’s Wastewater System
Improvement Project on fish listed or proposed as threatened or endangered and critical habitat under the federal Endangered
Species Act (ESA) of 1973. NMFS responded with a Biological Opinion (BO), dated January 23, 2020, which concluded that:
After reviewing and analyzing the current status of the listed species and critical habitat, the environmental baseline within the
action area, the effects of the proposed action, the effects of other activities caused by the proposed action, and cumulative
effects, it is NMFS’ biological opinion that the proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of SONCC coho
salmon or destroy or adversely modify its designated critical habitat. After reviewing and analyzing the current status of the
listed species and critical habitat, the environmental baseline within the action area, the effects of the proposed action, the effects
of other activities caused by the proposed action, and cumulative effects, it is NMFS’ biological opinion that the proposed action
is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of green sturgeon or destroy or adversely modify its designated critical habitat.
After reviewing and analyzing the current status of the listed species and critical habitat, the environmental baseline within the
action area, the effects of the proposed action, the effects of other activities caused by the proposed action, and cumulative
effects, it is NMFS’ biological opinion that the proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of eulachon.
As a result, NMFS’ biological opinion, the proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of SONCC coho
salmon or destroy or adversely modify its designated critical habitat. RUS has included NMFS’s conservation recommendations
in the project mitigation measures to avoid, minimize, or otherwise offset potential adverse effects on EFH.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The city’s prepared the Environmental Assessment and Biological Assessment for RUS
that describes the project, assesses the proposed project’s environmental impacts, and summarizes, as applicable, any
mitigation measures used to minimize environmental effects. RUS has conducted an independent evaluation of the
environmental assessment and believes that it accurately assesses the impacts of the proposed project.
No significant impacts are expected as a result of the construction of the project.
Questions and comments should be sent to RUS at the address provided. RUS will accept questions and comments on the
environmental assessment for 14 days from the date of publication of this notice.
Any final action by RUS related to the proposed project will be subject to, and contingent upon, compliance with all relevant
Federal environmental laws and regulations and completion of environmental review procedures as prescribed by 7 CFR Part
1970, Environmental Policies and Procedures.
A general location map of the proposal is shown below.
Dated: May 4, 2020
Michael Beyer, State Environmental Coordinator
Rural Development • Oregon State Office
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1220 SW 3 Avenue, Suite 1801 • Portland, OR 97204
Voice: (503) 414-3300 • Fax: (855) 824-6180
Michael Beyer - State Environmental Coordinator
michael.beyer@or.usda.gov (503) 414-3368
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
To file a complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to
USDA by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410; by fax at (202) 690-7442; or by email at program.intake@usda.gov.

